Factor structure of the child health questionnaire-parent form in pediatric populations.
To conduct separate exploratory factor analyses (EFA) and confirmatory factor analyses (CFA) of the Child Health Questionnaire-Parent Form 50 (CHQ-PF-50) with a sample of children and adolescents with chronic conditions and physically healthy children seen in a pediatric setting. Parents of 329 children with chronic conditions including cancer, epilepsy, recurrent headache, inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), juvenile rheumatoid arthritis (JRA), sickle cell disease (SCD), and recurrent sleep disturbance and 332 physically healthy children completed CHQ-PF-50. The EFA yielded a 27-item measure with seven factors for children with chronic conditions and a 28-item measure with eight factors for physically healthy children. Structural equation modeling procedures were used to conduct a second order CFA, which yielded the secondary factors of physical health and psychosocial health. A CFA yielded an excellent fit to the data for each group, but the models were different for each group. CFA-derived models of the CHQ-PF-50 demonstrated construct validity for measuring the latent constructs of physical and psychosocial health in children and adolescents with chronic conditions and physically healthy children and adolescents. However, somewhat different factor solutions emerged for each group, suggesting that the specific domains assessed by the CHQ-PF-50 were not equivalent across groups. Findings have implications for applications of the CHQ-PF-50.